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Exclusive Interview: Jeremy ‘Spike’ Cohen, Libertarian
Party nominee for vice president
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/02/exclusive-interview-jeremy-spike-cohen-libertarian-party-nominee-for-vice-president/
October 2, 2020

The Chanticleer sat down with the Libertarian nominee for vice president, Jeremy “Spike”
Cohen, prior to their rally in Birmingham on Oct. 11. Cohen is the running mate of
Libertarian candidate Jo Jorgensen, who is on the ballot in all 50 U.S. states.
Below is a transcription of the interview with Cohen.
Miranda Prescott: The last time that a third party candidate for president and vice
president made a debate appearance was in 1992, when Ross Perot’s vice presidential
candidate James Stockdale famously asked at the VP debate, “Who am I? Why am I here?”
So, I pose the same questions to you: Who are you? Why are you here?
Jeremy “Spike” Cohen: Well, my name is Spike Cohen. I’m here because I am running
for Vice President under the Libertarian Party ticket with my Presidential running mate Dr.
Jo Jorgensen. We are running on a platform of setting America free and putting the power
back in the hands of the American people that was taken from them by the Republicans
and the Democrats and in terms of the debate, and hopefully I’m not messing up one of the
questions you were gonna ask, but part of the reason why there hasn’t been someone in the
debates besides the Republicrats since 1992 is precisely because of the debate we just saw a
few nights back. If Jo Jorgensen or any of the other sane adults who are running for
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President were allowed on that debate stage, with those two clowns, the American people
would see first-hand that there was really only one viable option running for President and
that it certainly wasn’t the Republican or the Democrat one.
MP: What brought you to the decision to become a member of the Libertarian Party?
JC: I joined the Libertarian Party and the Libertarian Movement as a result of seeing the
harm that government overreach into our lives does. My background is in business and I
started a web design company in my teens back in 1999. As I kept growing it into a
successful company, the more successful I got, the harder the government made it for me.
It was like I was doing some kind of criminal activity or hurting other people but I was
doing the opposite. I was creating value for people and I was helping to create jobs and
grow small start-up businesses and I was treated like I was doing something wrong. I was
punished. I was essentially fined for that, because, really, that’s what taxes are is a fine for
creating value and creating jobs and being able to provide for ourselves. I also saw the
harm that the government did to others. I saw the harm the government was doing
overseas with these pointless wars, killing countless scores of people for no good reason
other than to benefit military contractors and central bankers and foreign dictators and
drug cartels. I saw a war on drugs and systemic racism and police brutality here at home
that was criminalizing and destroying entire neighborhoods, making people’s lives
miserable. I saw an increasingly militarized and unaccountable police department and
other government agencies that are running roughshod over all of us, especially the most
marginalized among us and I realized that the problem wasn’t specifically politicians who
were in office. The problem wasn’t even specific parties that were in office. The problem
was the very nature of how the government interacts with us. That brought me to the
Libertarian platform, to the Libertarian Movement and the philosophy behind it. The idea
that we own ourselves, we own our lives, we own our bodies, we own our labor and we own
the product of our labor, which is our property. Whenever a group of people tries to impose
themselves on others and rob them of lives, rights, property and so forth, it leads to
harmful and abusive inequitable outcomes. Because instead of trying to help others and
trying to cooperate with others and trying to compete with each other in an open market,
instead they can just point guns at everyone and force us into whatever arrangement they
wish to force us into. That realization is what brought me to the Libertarian Party and the
Libertarian Movement. I’m running today for Vice President precisely so that I can share
the message of liberty and how maximizing human freedom will give us the freedom here
to be safer and healthier and a more fair and equitable society that we all wish to have in
an engaging, dynamic, and empathetic way. That’s what Jo and I are doing everyday on
this campaign trail.
MP: What are some things that you have accomplished thus far in your career that reflect
best your personal views and the beliefs of your political affiliation?
JC: I have over 20 years of leadership experience. That’s over 20 years of experience in
2/6

starting and growing and managing successful businesses, both my own and helping the
growth and start of countless other start-up companies as well. I know what it takes to run
a successful organization. I know what it takes to fix problems within an existing
organization and how to repair those things so that it can become a well-running, well
oiled machine. I know what it takes to be able to communicate with others and create
coalitions and collaborate with different people who may have competing interests. Here’s
what I don’t have experience in: I don’t have experience in lying and pandering the people.
I don’t have experience in robbing people. I don’t have experience in having people thrown
in cages for victimless crimes and I don’t have experience in sending people overseas to
fight on behalf of powerful people and send them home with all sorts of health issues and
trauma issues as a direct result of the wars that I inflicted upon them. I don’t have issues in
harming others. I don’t have experience in harming others, which is typical of the
Republicrats and their candidates for office. I do have experience in helping others and
providing value in those around me and I think that is a valuable that is sorely needed, not
just in D.C., but in centers of government around the country. That is typically the
background for most of those running for office as Libertarians. They don’t have
experience in being bloodsucking politicians. They have experience in being everyday
Americans, That is a big part of what we bring when we run for office as Libertarians.
MP: One issue regarding third parties that is widely discussed is the spoiler effect, which is
the idea that candidates with similar ideologies split the vote among those common
ideologies, sometimes enabling a minority candidate to obtain a plurality of votes. Do you
reject the notion some folks raise that third parties such as the Libertarian Party contribute
to the spoiler effect in politics?
JC: No, because if anything the Republicrats are spoiling things for everyone else. It is they
who share increasingly more and more in terms of their actual policies. Their rhetoric to
their respective bases is the pandering that they do to get elected is widely different, but the
actual policies that they implement when they actually do get into power are exactly the
same. That’s why I don’t really try to differentiate between Republicans and Democrats
because if I say a specific policy, and I don’t tell you which party it came from, you’re gonna
have a hard time answering the question as to which party it came from. That’s become
increasingly so over the years. The Libertarian Party is a distinct, completely different way
of looking at how the government should be run, how the people should be allowed to live
their lives and so forth. It shares little to nothing in common with either of the Republican
or the Democratic Parties. Now, we do wish to spoil the election, let’s be very clear. We
have a very devious plan: to take votes, if you will, from Joe Biden and from Donald
Trump, thereby causing both of them to lose and the Libertarian Party to win. We are
running to win. Because we recognize that we’re never going to get a solution to the
problems we face from the very people who created those problems.
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MP: So, that kinda follows up into my next question. An article ran last month
by Forbes stating that the 2020 election was a quote “two-man race” between incumbent
President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden. What is your response to
this statement?
JC: My response to that statement is that anyone who watched that sparse of a debate a
few nights ago can see why that there is a record amount of interest and support for Jo and
other third party candidates precisely because if that’s true, and those are our only two
options, those two fools who could barely form a coherent sentence between the two of
them, who were spending more time interrupting each other and insulting each other
rather than actually presenting any real concrete policy proposals, who could not even for
once acknowledge the fact that it was them and their parties and their policies and plans
and laws and regulations that created the situation that we are in now. If those are our only
two choices that we have, then things are hopeless. Now, thankfully, things aren’t hopeless.
We do have other choices. We have been conditioned often to believe that this nation of
350 million people is only able to put forward two options, they both just so happen to be
terrible, they both just so happen to have a history of working together just to screw the
American people over and we simply have to suck it up and vote for them. Well, we reject
that entirely. If we are to have an actual democracy that’s anything other than a farce and a
shell game, then we have to have more than just those two terrible choices that are
constantly working together to make our lives harder.
MP: You said in a Twitter post last Saturday that “Libertarian foreign policy is diplomacy
first, second, and third. We believe the best solutions are reached in collaboration, not in
conflict.” Can you elaborate on what that foreign policy would look like with the
administration Jorgensen and yourself plan to create?
JC: Absolutely. Jo Jorgensen proposes to end the wars, bring the troops home, and make
American into one giant Switzerland: armed and neutral. Now, let’s be clear on what that
means, Miranda. The federation of Switzerland has existed for just over 250 years. During
that time, they have not been invaded once. They have not been in conflict once, even
though they are a small country that is surrounded by larger and much more powerful
countries. Even though they are in a very strategic location in Europe, and even though
they have been in the center of two World Wars, and many other smaller conflicts as well,
they have never once been involved in war for one simple reason: they remained neutral.
They made it very clear to everyone else around the world that they want trade and good
relations, or at least neutral relations, with anyone on Earth, and the only way that there’s
gonna be conflict and a problem with them, is if anyone tries to aggress upon them or
invade them. As a result of that, they have been able to be at peace for over 150 years. We
can have that same thing, We can have that peace. We can have that prosperity that
Switzerland has by simply letting the world know that the wars are over, we do not want
conflict with anyone. We want peace with everyone. We want trade with whoever wishes to
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have it and we will only fight with anyone who would want to aggress upon us or invade us.
We will also let them know that we are heavily armed, not just our military but the
American people themselves. That was the intention. That was part of the intention of the
Second Amendment: for the American people to have whatever weapons they wished to
protect themselves and their loved ones and their families and their communities, and if
need be, their country.
MP: One of the most discussed topics this year has been the COVID-19 pandemic. What
are some of the things that would occur in a Jorgensen administration that would act as a
response to this pandemic or any others that may potentially occur?
JC: Let’s be very clear, Miranda. The reason that the pandemic is going worse here than in
any other developed country is because for the first nearly two months that the virus was
here, for the first six to eight weeks that the virus was here, the CDC banned medical
professionals from testing patients for COVID. This was a crucial time that we could have
potentially contained this virus or, at the very least, greatly slowed its spread. There were
companies in the U.S. that were manufacturing and producing approved COVID-19 test
kits and they had to sell all of them overseas because it was illegal for them to sell them
here. That went on for nearly two months. That was precious time, and we have no idea
how many hundreds of thousands of lives will end up being lost as a direct result. We have
no idea how many of those lives could have been saved if the government would have
simply allowed medical professionals to do their job. We’re still seeing that now. Jo and I
have talked to doctors and nurses. Other medical professionals have talked to us about a
myriad of regulations that are still making it difficult for them to test and treat not just
COVID patients, but other patients as well. Because now we have a situation where some
hospitals, due to federal and state mandates, are only accepting COVID patients, leaving
behind everyone else in that area who need things like cancer screenings and other live
saving measures that are every bit as dangerous, or even more dangerous, than COVID is.
This central planning of the disease response is precisely the reason why it has been so bad.
We propose completely unleashing our medical professionals to test and treat COVID
patients and cancer patients and patients with other chronic and severe illnesses so that
they can do their job. Let’s be very clear, the government does not test or treat, diagnose or
cure anyone. All they are doing is making it harder for the people who actually do that.
What Libertarians would do, what Jo Jorgensen would do, is unleash them and remove the
regulations and burdens that are making their job so difficult so that lives can be saved
now.
MP: What is a final sentiment that you would like to leave with readers and potential
voters here in Jacksonville and the Alabama area?

JC: So, folks, if you don’t like the way things are going, if you don’t like the out of control
skyrocketing of the cost of living and everything from healthcare to housing to higher
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education and everything in between. If you are sick of seeing things like police brutality
and communities being criminalized and increased discord and unrest in the streets as a
direct response to those things. If you are sick of seeing endless wars overseas and if you
are sick of seeing the growing gap those who have the least and those who have the most. If
you want us to live in a freer and fairer and safer and healthier and happier society and if
you want to be able to create a better future for yourself and your community and your
children and their children, then there’s only one viable choice for that and that is Jo
Jorgensen and the Libertarian Party. We are running candidates not just for President and
Vice President, but up and down the ballot in all 50 states and in D.C. We encourage you to
come see what we are about. If you want to find out more about our campaign, our website
is jo20.com. If you want to find out more about the Libertarian platform and what we
propose for a change in how the government and people interact, then I invite you to go
to lp.org and find out more about us
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UPD Chief Rob Schaffer retires after 25 years in law
enforcement
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/upd-chief-rob-schaffer-retires-after-25-years-in-law-enforcement/
October 1, 2020

Ashleigh Crouch, Correspondent
Rob Schaffer turned on his radio and called 10-42, or “ending tour of duty,” for the last
time on Wednesday.
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Up to that point, Schaffer had served as chief of the
University Police Department since 2018, but first joined
the department in February of 2002. Schaffer has led the
department through the catastrophic tornadoes that
struck campus in 2018 and the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Thank you all for the retirement well wishes,” said
Schaffer on Thursday. “Today marked the first day into an
unknown, but somewhat exciting new chapter of our
lives.”
Last year, Schaffer’s father passed away, leading him to
realize “that life is indeed short.”
Rob Schaffer, pictured, served as

“I was in a position to be able to retire and decided to take
the chief of the University Police
that opportunity to spend more time with my family,” said
Department since 2018. (Matt
Schaffer. “They have fully supported me during my
Reynolds/JSU)
military enlistment in the Air Force and over 25 years in
law enforcement, the last 18 at Jacksonville State University.”
UPD Chief Rob Schaffer’s final radio
call. (Courtesy of Sherie Schaffer)

Schaffer said that the employees in the department
and university are “among the most dedicated groups”
that he has “had the pleasure of being associated
with.”

“My time as Chief of the University Police Department has been the most rewarding of my
career,” he said. “I truly leave behind those that I consider extended family and lifelong
friends.”
The current deputy chief, Brain Mann, spoke of his time working with Schaffer and his
respect for him as a person and as his chief. The two worked together for 12 years in the
UPD.
“Rob was and still is well-respected within the department,” said Mann. “He was a mentor
to me during my time working with him.” Mann went on to describe Schaffer as a “close
friend and a good man.”
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Schaffer met with James Brigham, the university’s senior
vice president for finance and administration, on
Wednesday to discuss the future of the department and
who would step in as interim chief.
Ultimately, Elizabeth Morrow, the department’s emergency
management and clery coordinator, was chosen to step in
as interim chief until a permanent chief is hired.
“Mrs. Elizabeth Morrow will serve the University well in
her interim role as Director and I can think of nobody
better to lead the police officers than Deputy Chief Brian
Mann,” said Schaffer. “With the leadership left within
UPD, the students, faculty, and staff are in great hands.”

Elizabeth Morrow, pictured,
will serve as interim chief until
a permanent chief is selected.
(Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Meet the top 10 candidates for Homecoming Court
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/meet-the-top-10-candidates-for-homecoming-court/
October 1, 2020

Breanna Hill, Features Editor
Voting for Homecoming King and Queen makes it feel like we’re somewhat back to
normalcy in a way. Why not get to know who the top ten are?
Below you can find a little bit out about each candidate running, and hopefully you’ll be
able to figure out who to vote for on Oct. 7.
Tegan Singleton
Tegan is a senior majoring in integrated studies with a focus in fashion merchandising.
Tegan would love to thank everyone for all the uplifting words spoken to her regarding her
decision to run for homecoming queen. She is very honored to have this opportunity.
Katelyn Lindley
Katelyn is a sophomore who is also a Marching Ballerinas in the Marching Southerners.
She is also a member of Alpha Omicron Pi and Lambda Sigma Honor Society. Katelyn
would love to express how thankful she is to the students for all the confidence and
support.
Sarah Sumners
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Sarah is a junior majoring in communications. She also is an active member of Delta Zeta,
the Marching Southerners, and Gamecock Orientation (not to mention she holds
leadership positions within all three of these organizations). Sarah is thankful for the
amount of love and support she has received throughout this experience.
Lauren Watson
Lauren is a junior majoring in nursing. She believes being part of JSU and all that it
embodies is something she’s grateful for, and she is very thankful for all of the experiences
she has had here since attending. Lauren is honored to be part of the top 10 homecoming
court and hopes to earn your vote again.
Jameson Willis
Jameson is a senior majoring in public relations. He has been part of Freshman Forum,
JSU Student Ambassadors, and an active member of Encore! Show Choir since his
freshman year. Jameson is very thankful for all of the opportunities and memories he’s
made here since attending.
Will Dickson
Will is a junior majoring in pre-health biology. He hopes to head on to medical school after
graduating. He has been blessed with countless opportunities such as Kappa Alpha Order
and Mr. Jax State. Will hopes to continue representing the school in the best way possible
by being homecoming king.
Craig Scott Jr.
Craig is a senior majoring in nursing. He is involved in JSU Ambassadors, JSU Nursing
Ambassadors, and he is Vice President of Jacksonville Association of Nursing Students
among other things. Craig is very grateful for all of the gamecock love he has received, but
wants to remind everyone to vote again on Oct. 7.
Alexis Nelms
Alexis is a junior majoring in exercise science. She said that she is blessed to have been
voted into the top 10 for Homecoming, and that JSU has given her countless opportunities
in what she describes as the “best three years of [her] life.” She thanks everyone who voted
for and supported her.
Trey Caldwell
Attempts to reach for comment were unsuccessful.
Mason Myrick
2/3

Attempts to reach for comment were unsuccessful.
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Upcoming Netflix series to add to your watch list
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/upcoming-netflix-series-to-add-to-your-watch-list/
October 1, 2020

Ally Morrison, A&E Correspondent
With last week’s coverage of the latest Netflix film “The Devil All The Time,” curiosity has
arisen as to what other releases Netflix has up their sleeves for the upcoming months.
At the top of the list, we have a haunting series perfect for the Halloween season. “The
Haunting of Hill House”, which premiered back in October of 2018, now has a sequel
which has been set to release soon. Mike Flanagan has attracted his audience once again
with his newest series “The Haunting of Bly Manor”. This follow-up series will premiere on
Oct. 9, just in time for your Halloween themed hangouts. This series is a supernatural
horror drama and will be an adaptation of the tale The Turn of the Screw by Henry James.
A dramatized collection of ghost stories and fiction, the Turn of the Screw is a wildly
suspenseful novel to base this series on. I am sure this will not disappoint.
Next up, Netflix will be releasing the new drama miniseries on Oct. 23, “The Queen’s
Gambit”. This Netflix miniseries is set in the late 1950s and follows a young orphaned girl
who discovers her passion and wild talent for the game of chess. She becomes a chessplaying prodigy all while battling her insanely troubling past of addiction.
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From the creator of Sex and the City, Lily Collins stars in a new Netflix series titled “Emily
in Paris”. This series pursues a young girl who was granted a dream lifestyle. Living in the
heart of Paris, Emily is convinced her life is a fairytale. We follow her as she strives to
perfectly balance her new career and blossoming love life- all while trying her best to
master a new language in a new city. This uplifting series will premiere on Netflix on
October 2.
Another spooky Netflix series will return on Oct. 19. Being a fan of true crime myself, I am
excited for this series to premiere its second season. “Unsolved Mysteries”, a ghostly
collection of true crime mysteries will make its comeback with six more mind blowing
puzzles all left for its viewers to solve.
From creator Daniel Levy, award winning series “Schitt’s Creek” will air its sixth and final
season on Oct. 7. Featuring Daniel and Eugene Levy, Catherine O’Hara, Annie Murphy,
and many more, a once wealthy family is forced to live in a rundown motel which they own
when they unexpectedly lose their fortune.
Lastly, on Nov. 15, the fourth season of “The Crown” will release on Netflix. This drama
series will continue in its focus on the powerful reign of Queen Elizabeth during the late
1970s, along with analyzing the theatrical dynamic of the Queen’s acquaintances and
personnel.
Although this is a fairly short list, the selection of your perfect binge-worthy series is
endless this season. Whether you spice up your spooky season or fall in love with the
characters in a drama series, I hope some of these recommendations helped you narrow
down your choices of your next nightly Netflix binge.
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Opinion: American evangelicals’ worship of Donald
Trump
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/opinion-american-evangelicals-worship-of-donald-trump/
October 1, 2020

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
In just four short years, the American people have witnessed countless controversies
surrounding the Trump administration. A sex scandal, multiple occasions of violent speech
towards other nations and illegal election procedures, to name a few. However, 82 percent
of white evangelicals say they will cast their vote for Donald Trump in November’s general
election.
The term “evangelical” describes someone who has a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, believes the events of the Bible and uses their faith in aspects of their daily lives.
With maturity and growing political views, I have noticed white evangelicals’ willingness to
overlook Donald Trump’s character to advance their political agenda.
An aspect of Christianity is the belief and utilization of the “Fruits of the Spirit.” These are
characteristics seen in people who make God a priority in their life. Galatians states that
they are “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol,” all of which are rare throughout Donald Trump’s time in the Oval Office.
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The political symbol of American Christians is not living under the same “moral code” as
his religious colleagues. Love is not displayed when slandering your enemies. Peace is not
evident when you are spreading false claims regarding the Black Lives Matter movement.
Kindness is not discrediting intelligent military leaders and journalists. Self-control is not
fitting for someone who tweets every thought.
Even with these countless examples, what brings evangelicals back to the base of Donald
Trump? If you ask most of them, the most common answers you will receive would be
homosexuality and abortion. Although other issues like gun control are aspects of the
Republican Party, these two issues pull white evangelicals towards right-wing politics.
These basic principles among evangelicals are that God designed marriage between a man
and a woman as well as all conceived babies should be born and not aborted. I, myself,
agree with these ways of thinking and see that the world is straying from God’s plan.
However, the difference between most white evangelicals and myself is one key aspect not
included in the equation-free will. The idea that God grants all humans the ability to choose
between good and evil. You can choose not to serve God, to have an abortion and to marry
the same sex because we can decide for ourselves. While, of course, suffering the
consequences of these actions.
Author and Christian C.S. Lewis once said, “Free will, though it makes evil possible, is also
the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having.” Lewis is
telling us that although free will gives humanity the ability to stray from God, it’s the only
way to have harmony in the world. Disagreeing with abortion is an understandable stance,
but banning it and in turn revoking free will is not right.
How has the harmony of America fallen apart? Look no further than the Ronald Reagan
presidency. He was the first political figure to bring Christianity and politics front and
center. His anti-establishment and pro-family agenda shaped the modern definition of
conservatism seen in Donald Trump.
After all, both of them saw approval ratings at 41 percent early in their presidency. And
both benefited from their pre-presidency fame. The most important similarity, though, is
the use of a politicized form of Christianity-the birthplace of the abortion opposition.
This new rhetoric is not based on biblical teaching or Christian values, but rather on the
desire for Christians to have political power. Yes, I believe there is necessary reform needed
in American society. However, if not done in the right manner and through the right
leader, it could be devastating to our way of life. Today’s evangelicals believe there should
only be a separation of State from Church, not Church from State.
So ask yourself if your political vote goes not to a party, but a leader that represents your
values?
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2020 Election: A quick guide for Jacksonville voters on
registration, polling locations
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/2020-election-a-quick-guide-for-jacksonville-voters-on-registration-polling-locations/
October 1, 2020

Jamie Brock, Correspondent
With the 2020 elections on Nov. 3, citizens in Alabama and across the country have only a
few weeks left to register to vote. The Chanticleer has provided a guide to show
Jacksonville residents how to register, where to vote and how to request an absentee
ballot.
Registering to vote
Alabama offers online voter registration which can be obtained by visiting the Secretary of
State’s office. Registration is open until Oct. 19. Residents will need an Alabama issued ID
to register online. Voters can register by mail if they do not have an issued ID for the state.
Voting by mail will be available through an application on the Secretary of State’s website
as well.
A few acceptable forms of ID would include a driver’s license, birth certificate, military ID,
passport, or permanent resident card.
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To submit an application to vote, you must be a citizen of the United States, live in the
State of Alabama (for voting in Alabama), must be 18 years or older, must not have been
deemed “mentally incompetent” to vote, or have any felony convictions.
Voting locations in Jacksonville
1. Glenwood Meadows Meeting Room — 785 Gardner Drive SE
2. Eagle Point Church — 301 Henry Road SE
3. West Side Baptist Church — 713 W. Mountain Ave.
4. First Baptist Church — 230 7th Street NE
According to the Calhoun County Board of Registrars office, poll locations will be
maintaining cleanliness and social distancing to make sure that voters will be as safe as
possible and can vote in a timely manner. West Side Baptist Church is the primary polling
location for JSU students.
Requesting and casting an absentee ballot
The Secretary of State has issued an allowance for voters to submit an absentee ballot if any
voters have concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. The application is available at the
Secretary of State’s website.
The absentee voting application must be completed no later than 5 p.m. the day before the
election, Nov. 2.
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JSU history professor spotlights Latin American food in
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/jsu-history-professor-spotlights-latin-american-food-in-celebration-of-hispanicheritage-month/
October 1, 2020

Jamie Brock, Correspondent
A group of Jacksonville State members joined together for a group, led and organized by
Arlene Flores, over Microsoft teams on Sept. 24 to discuss and enjoy different types of
Latin American food in the United States.
This event was held in celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, which began in 1968 as
Hispanic Heritage week and spans from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.
The month is meant to celebrate “the cultures and contributions of both Hispanic and
Latino Americans as we celebrate heritage rooted in all Latin American countries,”
according to the Hispanic Heritage Month website.
The presentation was started with Lance Ingwersen, a historian by training with focused
research on modern Mexico, leading with food history, culture, history, personal
anecdotes, and popular culture.
“The multiplicity of culture and cuisines is remarkable”, said Dr. Ingwersen.
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Highlights:
— Tacos in the Quad at JSU
— Different types of tacos eaten across the United States and Latin America are Asada,
American, Cabrito, Birria, and Cochinita.
— Coffee and pastry event
— Drive-in movie night on campus
— U.S. Hispanic population has reached a remarkable high 61 million, changing
demographics and culture across the country
Mexican food:
— Cultural diffusion in the U.S. stems from mexican oriented food. Salsa has surpassed
ketchup, and tortillas have surpassed hamburger and hotdog buns.
— More taquerias have popped up across the U.S.
— Over 60,000 mexican restaurants are across the U.S.
Tacos:
— Very common now in the United States
— Often on fresh corn tortillas filled with multiple ingredients that may include beef,
chicken, carne asada, salsa, cheese, and more.
— “The Taco Chronicles” now on Netflix, produced in Mexico to take viewers across
different towns to learn about Tacos.
— Earlier in history, tacos were a food of the working class, being cheap and easy to make.
Tamales:
— Some of the oldest food around, originated with meso americans up to 10,000 years ago
— Often used as portable foods for hunters and travelers
— Also made with various items such as beef, chicken, pork, cheese, herbs, etc.
— Most families have their own custom blend of spice and other ingredients to personalize
their own tamales.
Tortas:
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— Sandwiches with a spirited debate on where they have actually originated from
(Southern Mexico).
— Quick snack, street food, often made with any ingredients on hand, easily portable
— Often made with multiple types of meat, fried eggs, cheese, guacamole, condiments, etc.
— A very hearty and filling food
Following Ingwersen’s presentations, multiple panelists spoke about their favorite Latin
American foods as well.
Eduardo Pacheco is originally from Colombia, now a Spanish professor at JSU, and Flor
Gordillo, a senior at JSU is originally from Mexico, studying to teach English. Both shared
about the intersections of food and culture and their personal experiences.
Gordillo was asked how food played into her life and family as well as past experiences.
“For me, food is everything. Food represents family,” said Gordillo.
“I grew up spending lots of my time in restaurants, so by the age of eight, I was familiar
with different types of food,” said Pacheco.
Although food may seem a simple topic, it can bring together many different cultures
across the world while educating others and bringing joy into communities and families.
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JSU Organization Spotlight: Student Alumni
Association
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/jsu-organization-spotlight-student-alumni-association/
October 1, 2020

Breanna Hill, Features Editor
The Student Alumni Association has been an active organization at Jacksonville State
University since 2005. The sole purpose of the organization is to help connect current JSU
students with proud alumni. Connecting students with past students helps them gain
networking skills along with powerful connections that can help when the time comes for
looking for job opportunities once college ends.
COVID-19 has impacted organizations tremendously, prompting less frequent in-person
meetings to take place.
“We took this semester to be a fresh start,” said Taylor Cochran, JSU’s assistant director of
alumni relations, who acts as an advisor to SAA. “We recruited new members and worked
to keep our current members involved.”
The SAA hasn’t let the COVID-19-related limitations stop them from getting to know all the
new and current organization members, whether that be through in-person or virtual
meetings.
The SAA recently organized a fundraiser called ‘Be a Gamecock Tee’, which was put
together to raise money for current and future Gamecocks. Talk of a spring fundraiser is
being discussed by the SAA officers, according to Cochran.
The organization actively seeks opportunities to help students connect with others such as
alumni and faculty. Joining the SAA not only can help with future opportunities but also
helps students get more involved with the community and on campus.
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The alumni benefit as greatly as the students. Being part of the SAA gives alumni the
opportunity to promote their small businesses and careers, while making connections with
current students.
It currently has 26 members and is actively seeking more to join in on the fun
opportunities that go hand-in-hand with the organization. Joining is incredibly simple. All
that’s needed is an application that you can receive by direct messaging @jsusaa on
Instagram or emailing the President of SAA, Savannah Hamm at shamm2@jsu.edu.
If you’re still on the fence about joining, students are always welcome to try attending one
of the meetings to see if it’s for them.
The organization meets bi-weekly on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the School of Business and
Industry complex in building three. Depending on the week, meetings might be held
virtually on Zoom or Teams. Regularly check announcements on Instagram and their
Facebook page, JSU Student Alumni Association, to know whether meetings will be held
in-person or virtually.
“Preparing students for life AFTER college while having fun IN college,” is what the SAA is
all about.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Vote Adam Allen for
Jacksonville City Council
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/letter-to-the-editor-vote-adam-allen-for-jacksonville-city-council/
October 1, 2020

To the Editor:
Tuesday, October 6 is an important date for the citizens of Jacksonville. They will have the
opportunity to select a member for the city council. Just as importantly, JSU students have
the same opportunity to vote for a candidate that has a vision for the university.
I would like to suggest that JSU students consider Adam Allen for the city council.
Perhaps in the past there have been times when there has been a disconnect between the
city and the university on some matters. I have already been meeting with JSU students to
discuss a more inclusive plan that gives them a greater voice in city matters.
My experience in business development will enhance that kind of relationship. Every day, I
work with cities across the Southeast to create new jobs and development for their people.
I will use this expertise to breathe life into my vision for a vibrant Jacksonville!
My wife Layne and I have two children Bryce and Avery. I have served as a team coach for
many years, and likewise my family takes a strong interest in the affairs of our community.
I would appreciate your vote and support this Tuesday.
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Adam Allen
Jacksonville, Ala.
Want to see your letter published? Submit it to us here.
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Trump, Biden clash in chaotic presidential debate
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/01/trump-biden-clash-in-chaotic-presidential-debate/
October 1, 2020

Scott Leathrum, Correspondent
On Sept. 29, incumbent President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden
clashed in a heated presidential debate in Cleveland, Ohio, featuring dozens of
interruptions that came mostly from Trump. The debate was moderated by Fox News
anchor Chris Wallace.
The debate was separated into six segments, covering a range of topics including the
current COVID-19 pandemic, the Supreme Court, current racial tensions and several other
hot button topics currently affecting Americans.
Wallace asked both candidates about the current Supreme Court vacancy prompted by the
death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Trump has nominated Circuit Judge
Amy Coney Barrett to succeed Ginsburg.
“She will be as good as any justice to serve on that court,” Trump said of Barrett. “We have
the Senate and we have the White House and we have a fantastic candidate.”
Biden wielded the same position on the matter that GOP senators held in 2016 when thenPresident Barack Obama nominated Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court following the
death of Antonin Scalia prior to the 2016 election.
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“The American people have the right to have a say in the Supreme Court justices,” said
Biden, explaining that he feels a new justice should be chosen by the winner of the
upcoming election.
During the economic segment, the recent report on Donald Trump’s tax statements were
mentioned. The New York Times report revealed that Donald Trump reported years of
losses and paid $750 in federal taxes in 2016 and 2017.
President Trump said these statements did not show the full truth and that he has “paid
millions in dollars of taxes,” claiming that Biden “passed the tax bill that gave us these
credits.”
The candidates also discussed the pandemic and the economy. Trump pointed to economic
recovery in several U.S. states, and that his administration has helped lay out plans for
reopening. Though the plans may have helped stimulate local economies, as Biden pointed
out, early reopening could have prompted an increase in cases.
Asked about current racial tension and violence in the U.S., Biden said he would continue
training for racial sensitivity that Trump ended recently for federal jobs. Trump said that
the training was teaching employees “to hate America.”
Biden responded, saying, “It’s about equity and equality and upholding our constitution”
and that the training aims to show people how their actions affect others.
“We need to retrain the police and we need to make them help the people,” said Biden,
echoing calls from groups like Black Lives Matter to reform policing .
Asked exactly what he believed about climate change science, he brought up the current
issue of the California forest fires, saying, “We need forest management.” He further said
that he believes “to an extent” that people have an influence on climate change.
Biden was asked about his plans for renewable energy and if plans to shift away from
traditional energy sources would hurt our economy.
“I helped lower the cost of renewable energy,” said Biden. “There are so many things we
can do to create jobs through renewable energy.”
Biden went on to discuss his plan to create jobs in renewable energy, reduce the amount of
greenhouse gas production by business and support for his effort to adopt renewable
energy on a national level.
During the final segment, Wallace asked about Trump’s prior statements on voting by mail.
“They have mailmen selling the ballots and dumping them in rivers,” said Trump,
continuing claims that mail-in ballots cause voter fraud.
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Wallace asked Biden if he was concerned about the Supreme Court settling the election in
the case that its validity is disputed.
“I am concerned about any court settling this election,” he said.
Wallace ended the debate by asking if both candidates will not declare victory until the
election is independently verified, and whether they would urge their supporters not to
cause civil unrest in the event of their loss.
Trump avoided the question and encouraged his supporters to show up to polls to “watch”
people vote. However, Biden said directly, “I will urge my voters not to cause civil unrest”
and that he will accept whatever the outcome of the election is.
The vice presidential debate between incumbent Vice President Mike Pence and Senator
Kamala Harris will be held on Oct. 7, followed by two more presidential debates on Oct. 15
and on Oct. 22.
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